Man of the Year in Arts is Northport’s maestro
Robert Kruegers glft 0 the community at large has spanned half a century
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In 1956 Rulh:rl: Emeger. director o
music education tor the Morthporl-East
."H.'l,lrlhlﬂ.'l:rl Schood Dasicic I|m|_:-1|f;|| 15982,
v T I'"“-t'- mmisic back 1o the 'r'i”:_i!g"
park that had faflen silent tor mose than a
decade.

Kmeegers dream of a community band
boxrk: tllJp-. when a fledging group of com-
rmanity memders and high sclood students
rehearsed for five weeks and put on a single
Sunday afternoon concert in 1954,

This past summer, the Northport Com-
rmunity Band — now a complete concert
Pand featiaring 75 to 85 musiclans whose
talent reflects the district’s quality of misic
aducation celebrated s sith anniver
sary. A veritable Northport institution, the
band’s tree [uly concerts draw thousands to
ihi '.-'ilirl.f_u' E‘l;lrk arnd Rl B |rri|pu|:r ST
||i.tl:|||'\-.'.l.-:i|hl||u-h-:_:-1:||-.i-:_:-1'|:m;.i|..

Although Kruemer and his wite, Mar
gie, moved 1o Florida in 1988, the couple
returns W Long Bland every summer so
that the man after whom the bandstand

was renamed in 1999 can continue his
long-standing tradition.

Suich is the: allegiance 1o Krueper's “mu
sical Famiby™ that band members relurn
from “wp or down the eastern seaboard™
and from as far as Texas and Califormia o
play in the siimmer conceris, Knseger sadd
iman inferview several vers agn,

In heomor of the bound less musical gitls
hi has bestowed upon the comnmnity both
A% an edocator and director and foander
of the Morthport Community Band, The
Timeez of Morthport & East Northport
namees Robert Knseper as Man of the Year
inn Ul Aris,

Longtime resident Jim Mahoney i
among the mamy whose life has been
towsched by Krueger.
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Brioks Knu e, night, and sociate dinector Donaled Shemmian with County Executis S Livy
presenting the Nosthport Comeramnity Bamd with o proclamation forits S0 pearsin Yillage Park.

“Hie has providad wholsome music for
the comemunity every Juby and brought
very Ralented musidans together” Ma
hﬁnag. said of the man whom he has known
for more than theee decades. “He sel the
standard for high school muosic programs
in this area”

Mahoney sald that he finds one
particular concert especially moving.

“Close to the Fourth of July there is a
military medley recognizing all the vet-
erans, He does a terrific ]r-I- wilh thial”
Malwney said

[m 1982, Kruegzer was joined by premier
baritone player Donald Sherman, who
serves as the community band’s associate
director, Sherman said that Krueger is part
of his earliest childhood memeries of vis-
itz to the park and he remembers hearing

|

b play as part of atrompet trio with Ken
Eutterficld and Bill Baker

It was a major theill therefore, when
Shetman was fnvited to join the band.

He learned firsthand of his mentor’s
commitment to nurtoring tabent when, as
a college student, he came to Kroezer with
s mrasic that be had writtenand wanted
o conudiact,

"He took a chance on me and 1 have
greal meemories of iL Many people have
ﬂl:-lrn,q] a tl:n*.tl adart Pecaise of ls :||u_'||;l,’1
sherman gaid

Krueger’s generosity of spirit also finds
expression in the guest conductor-podium
exchange program that Kreeger established
with thie Huntington Community Band 40
YIS AE0,

Of the mamy proclamations that the
band receved in honor of its golden anni
versary, “each one was different and special
in its own war” Sherman said “We got
proclamations from (ke county, state, vil-
fage and town, the Veterans Adminisira
thoen and the Huntington Acts Council”

The proclamation from the VA, ac
Enowledaing the July comcert that the
band has |'u.||, aan M the VA h-,'l.;.|,'l|.|:'|| o
e Jast 1O years, is particulardy indicative
of Erueser's “humanity and desire to do
things for people who need them”

sherman ako said that Krueger was
particularly touched when Mayor George
Droll awarded him the “key™ 1o the village

‘Many people have gotten a great
start because of his help.’

— DONALD SHERMAN,
COMMUNITY BAND

"It was the Arst time that the mavor
made that presemtation” Sherman said,
adding that he has abways been impressed
by hiks mentor’s gift for involving others

"He gets his envergy (rom people and see
ing them do what they do best. People el
pood abrout thicir contribution. 1ts a mosdel
other peaple can follow,™ Sherman said

Morthport resident Sue Epstein, wls
manages public rdations for the band. first
met Krseper as a ninth-grader in 1967 He
i -:}|||_',.'11:|-.1|||n|ﬂ.13||11' tax bearm the French
b bl alzo :erilllr_:ﬂ for her 1o :q.l_l_ul':.' warlly
Hugrhs Coveden, the first French oo playper
from the Metropolitan Cpera

“Botr is amentor and a very dear friend,”
Epstain said of the workl of posability that
Krueger st im mwtion. “1 played French
horn for 27 vears, | have band friends that
Il have: for life T can't tell vou how mamy
wonderful people Tmet sz a result of having
gonie Uhirough the Korthport music system
developed by Bob™

she addad, “He built Norihports Eabi
bous s program amd made it the envy
of just about every school disirict on the
planel. Cuite a few students who come
II‘”I'II,IEH the dastrict’s s PrOET A goo0n
to b e adiicators themgehees™

Thee sy stem that Krueger developad con
tinues to bhear dividends as he inspires new
penetations of misicians every sumimer.

“When Bob drives up from Florida, he
runs the band camp for Northport and a
few other school districts.” Epstein said

Epstein. who played French horn for the
firsl time in 15 vears with other alummni at
the finkal comeert of the seson, said she ox-
perienced "a full circle moment™ at the 50th
anmiversary celebration that she helped
plan.

“Hiz whaole family attended.” she said,
adding that Krueger, a 1945 graduate o
Adrian f[]ﬂh Lehool in ."|1n;]infj|||, WL T
I.'I.'||.1|:-I hionored h:.' s alumm aswociation
tor hiz contributions to the world of masic,

I guess that it theres one way to de
gcribe Bob Kreger and how respected he
i% b the Northport commmnity, it would be
torefer to hiine as the Mosic Man of Morth-
port” That really savs itall in a nutshell”
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